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course of education. That he can have had no super-
fluous luxuries is obvious ; his weekly board while at
Montrose Academy is set down at half-a-crown. On
leaving the Academy, he was appointed tutor to the
daughter of Sir John Stuart of Fettercairn, the young
lady who afterwards became the heroine of Scott's
passion j and being taken in this capacity to Edinburgh,
was able to avail himself of the courses of study at
Edinburgh University. It was probably while studying
at Edinburgh University that he laid the foundation of
many of his friendships in later life; for his fellow-
students included Thomas M'Crie, John Leyden, Thomas
Thomson the chemist, David Brewster, William Wallace,
and Brougham.

The incidents of his life at this time and during the
next ten or twelve years, are involved in obscurity. It
is believed that he acted as tutor in various families ; but
it was not till he had reached the age of twenty-nine that
he went up to London, and commenced his literary
career. At this time he is described as being strikingly
handsome and well-proportioned, exceedingly attractive
in conversation, and charming in manner. I need not
trace the various stages of his literary progress. Suffice
it to say that he was quickly appointed to two editorships,
bringing in over ^500 a year, and that two years after
his arrival in London he married Harriet Burrow, a
young woman of Yorkshire family, daughter of a widow
who kept an establishment for lunatics at Hoxton. The
marriage was never happy. From the letters of hers
which I have had the opportunity of examining, I have
no doubt that she was of a kind and loving disposition,
but not competent to enter into the exalted intellectual
occupations of her husband. Almost immediately after
his marriage Mill lost both his editorships, and thereafter
appears to have been thrown for his support wholly upon
what he could earn with his pen. The difficulties which
beset him may easily be imagined, when I mention that
his family went on increasing until he ultimately had no
fewer than nine children.